The 1826 History of Middle Hill and Broadway by Sir Thomas Phillipps

Some unpublished local history notes written by Sir Thomas Phillipps in 1826 are buried amongst
two thousand boxes of Phillipps papers in the Bodleian Library [1]. Phillipps was the greatest collector
of books and manuscripts of the 19th century, and a prolific letter writer, keeping copies of his drafts
and all manner of correspondence.
As the possessor of the Middle Hill estate, which included Broadway Tower, the Fish Inn, and much
of Broadway, Buckland and Childswickham parishes, Phillipps had a unique insight into local
historical matters. His notes predate by more than fifty years any other published history of
Broadway, except those in county histories.
Phillipps wrote the notes for submission to the editor of a series of books called Views of the Seats of
Noblemen and Gentlemen. Middle Hill was featured in volume 3 of the second series, which was
published in 1826. The printed book contains around half of Phillipps original text, whereas this
document contains it all. Omitted in the Seats publication were most of the local details about
Broadway Tower, Broadway Court and the Middle Hill estate. These additional notes appear not to
have been published elsewhere and will be of significant local interest [2].

To Mr J P Neale, Editor of The Gentlemen’s Seats in England
I beg to send the … description of Middle Hill from which you are at liberty to select what you please.
I should be pleased to see the proof sheets before you insert them. I do not know how much you
confine yourself to in the letter press, but I think this will not exceed one sheet.
I have written the following miscellaneous observations, from which of course you are at liberty to
select such as you deem proper
I am Sir
Your Obedient Servant
Thomas Phillipps
Middle Hill 16 March 1826
PS. I should be glad to have this sheet again in order to correct the proof sheet should be sent down
with it

The Parish contains two manors, viz. Broadway & Middle Hill of which Sir Thomas Winnington is
Lord of the first, & Mr Phillipps of the second.
The several Mansion Houses in the parish are:
Spring Hill, Honourable John Coventry;
Farncombe, Sir John Cotterell;
Middle Hill, Thomas Phillipps;
In 1814 or 15 the house which was the Mansion of the Winnington Family while they lived in
Broadway, was pulled down
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At about a quarter of mile above Sir John Cotterells is an ancient encampment [3], supposed by Sir
Robert Atkyns, to have been made by the Danes, which enclosed a space of 60 acres. This is not in the
parish or county but being so near to it, I take the liberty of mentioning it.
The Church is situated at the distance of a mile south of the Village. Mr Mills who married a sister of
Col. Savage of Gloucester, I believe to be the present patron of the living, & Mr Crawley of Stow in
Northants is the Vicar. There is a Chapel of Ease in the Village, situated in the street, called from it,
Chapel Street.
A Wake is held every Wednesday in Whitsun Week
Middle Hill is situated in the Parish of Broadway upon the border of the County of Worcestershire
and is distant from Broadway 2 miles, From Evesham 7 miles, from Worcester 26 [4]. The Mansion is
built upon the slope of the Cotswold Hills and overlooks one of those winding valleys which so
frequently intersect these hills. The house commands a fine view of Bredon Hill in the foreground,
with part of the extensive Vale of Evesham, behind which rises the irregular outline of the Malvern
Hills, and in the distance are seen the summits of the Blorenge [5] in Wales. From a Tower on this
Estate may be seen 13 Counties.
The late Lord Coventry 3 or 4 years before his death built a Tower on his estate in this Parish, on the
spot where the Beacon was erected in time of civil wars. The architect was a Mr Stephens of
Worcester [6]. The height of the ground on which it is built is 1086 feet above the level of the sea. This
tower is the greatest ornament of the country & commands view of many miles in extent. On the east
side of it at a few yards distance, was formerly a subterraneous room [7] which contained a stone table
about 6 ft long with stone seats around it. The entrance was about 5 ft high and 3 wide. The room
within was 10 ft wide. 14 ft long & about 7 or 8 ft high
The first mention of the name Middle Hill which we have met with in any record is in the reign of
Oliver Cromwell, or Charles 2nd, in which a General Conway is said to have been found dead “at
Middle Hill”, He is supposed to have been one of the Ragley Family and to have died in passing to or
from Arrow to Sandywell [8].
The earliest mansion at Middle Hill [9] of which we have any account, is one which was built by
William Taylor Esqr. who I believe was Recorder of Evesham and who is reported to have been one
of the last Recorders who made use of the privilege for mercy vested in them, of executing any one
condemned to death in their Court. Part of the house built by him still remains. Four Avenues of Ash
trees were planted by him, or which only one remains. On the principal eminence adjoining clumps of
Fir Trees were planted which exist still. In this state the domain continued until it fell into the hands
of George Savage Esqr. Descended from the Cheshire family.
Mr Taylor bequeathed it to Robert Surman Esqr. of Valentines in Essex who left it to Thomasina his
daughter, who married the Honorable John Boscawen 4th son of Hugh, Lord Falmouth. He had issue
William A Spencer Boscawen, who sold it to George Savage about the year 1772. The descent of the
latter not being inserted in Nash’s Worcestershire [10], we insert it here:
Francis Savage, who lived in the time of Queen Elizabeth, married Ann, daughter of William Sheldon
and had issue. Walter who married Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Hall, and had issue Richard who by
his wife Millicent had Walter aet. 21, 3rd Charles I. whose wife was Mary daughter of . . . Wheeler,
by whom he had Walter, married to Elizabeth Skinner, whose seventh son, George, married Elizabeth
daughter of William Hodges Esq. of Gloucester, and by her had Thomas, Vicar of Standish,
Gloucestershire, who had issue, by Eleanor daughter and heir of Thomas Barrow of Field Court,
Gloucestershire, one son, George Savage, Esq., the possessor of Middle Hill, and five daughters, of
whom Martha died young.
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George Savage Esq. died unmarried in 1793, and Middle Hill fell to his four sisters and co-heirs, of
whom Eleanor, married John Wogan of Wiston, Pembroke. Anne married Sir Thomas Crawley
Boevey Bart.; Elizabeth to Edwards Jones; and Margaret to John Mills.
The last mentioned George Savage Esq. added three fronts to the house (two of which are seen in the
plate); and also made the plantations behind the house. Upon his demise, his sisters sold it to Thomas
Phillipps Esqr., third son of William Phillipps Esqr. of Broadway, by Mary his wife, daughter of
Edward Cotterell, Esq. of Saintbury, which Mary was descended by her Mother, Alice, daughter of
Thomas Foster Esq., of Buckland Gloucestershire, from the Bampfyldes of Hardington, county of
Somerset, and from the Beauchamps, Barons of Hache.
This William (who possessed another estate in Broadway as well as one fourth share of the great
tithes) was son of John Phillipps of Broadway, son of Richard Phillipps, of Wanborough, in the
county of Wilts., son of Henry Phillipps, of the same place, in the reign of Elizabeth.

Middle Hill House in 1826 from Views of the Seats of Noblemen and Gentlemen

The aforesaid Thomas Phillipps added considerably to the estate by various purchases, and adorned
the sloping hills with numerous Plantations. He died Nov. 1, 1818, and left this Estate, together with
the Manors and Parishes of Buckland and Childswickham, in Gloucestershire, to his son, Sir Thomas
Phillipps, Bart. the present possessor [11], who is much attached to antiquarian pursuits, and actively
engaged with his friend, Sir Richard Colt Hoare, Bart.[12], in forming collections for the History of
Wiltshire.
The principal ornament of this House is the fine Library of MSS[13] which the matchless industry of
the present Baronet has collected together, more particularly that part of it consisting of the greater
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portion of the celebrated collection of Manuscripts of the College of Jesuits of Clermont at Paris
which on the suppression of the Order of Jesuits in France in 1762 were sold to Baron Meerman, of
the Hague, on the extinction of whose family they were sold again by auction in 1824 and dispersed
into various hands, but the principal part came into the libraries of the Bodleian, the Duke of Sussex,
the Baron Westreenen van Tiellandt of the Hague, Schalbacher of Vienna, Zurich, Leyden,
Amsterdam, the King’s Library at the Hague, and this at Middle Hill. This last (containing a Library
of MSS between three or four thousand volumes,) includes about 600 volumes of the Meerman
Collection [14] of which the most rare and curious are,
Concilia Galliae on Vellum a MS of the 7th or 8th Century
Cronica Henrica de Bodenham, a Conguestu in Angliae ad regnum Henrici III. Vell. Saec. 13
Annales Muscovitici, (in the Slavonic language)
History of Java, (in the Javanese language)
Apsyrtus, Hierocles, et Pelagonius, de Re Hippiatrica, (an unpublished Greek MS. on vellum,
with illustrations beautifully executed).
Vitae Sanctorum pro mense Octobris, Graece, on Vellum, (highly valuable to any continuator
of Bolland’s Acta Sanctorum).
Bedae Historia Anglicana. Vell. Saec[15]. XI
Homiliae S. Augustini. Vell. Charactere Saxonico
Statii Thebais. Vell. With paintings en camaieu
Codex Theodosianus. Vell. Saec. IX. vel X.
Amongst other curious MSS. In this Library may be found the following:
The Cartulary of Fontevraud. Vell. Saec. XII.
The Cartulary of Saumur. Vell. Saec. XII.
Orson de Beauvais, a Provencal Poem, supposed to be unpublished. Vell. Saec. XIV.
The Shah Nameh of Ferdosi
Romances of King Arthur and Lancelot of the Lake. Vell. S XIII.
Croniques de Froissart.
Apicius de Re Coquinaria et Hippocrates de Dieta. Vell saec. X vel XI. Charactere Saxonico.
Suetonius. Vell. Saec. XIII.
Livre de Chasse, a beautiful MS. With numerous illuminations.
Higden’s Polycronicon. Vell.
Heraldic visitations of several counties in England. A List of which will be found in the
Bibliotheca Heraldica, by T. Moule.
There are also about fifteen thousand ancient deeds relative to the history of monasteries in
France, together with several Cartularies, Rentals, Obituaries, &c. of many religious Houses
in England, France, Holland and Germany.
Several of the MSS. in this collection came from the library of the celebrated Count Mac
Carthy, of which the most beautiful is an illuminated Virgil.
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The pictures at Middle Hill are:
By Glover [16]: A View of Rome; Entrance to Borrowdale (Sunshine) The effect of this is
extraordinary, from its close resemblance to nature; Grisedale Pikes; Middle Hill, South-east
Front; Middle Hill; Middle Hill, South-east and South-west Fronts; Cader Idris; The Falls
of Llurhaddw in Wales; Ullswater from Glen Coygn; Martindale, near Ullswater
Head of Christ – Van Eyck [17].
Landscape – Van Meulen
Two allegorical Figures - Perugino
Portraits of: Thomas Phillipps Esq.; Mrs Phillipps, wife of John Phillipps Esqr.; Sir Thomas
Phillipps, Bart.; Portrait of Lady Phillipps; Portrait of Henrietta, their eldest daughter;
Portrait of Mary, their second daughter
Two old Soldiers of the Battle of Minden – Good. An admirable imitation of the effect of
light.
In forming a sheet of water near the Garden, a great number of human bones and skeletons were
found, but whether buried there after a skirmish or in consequence of the Plague or Small Pox is
uncertain; but from the testimony of a Labourer who was present and who says a Skeleton was found,
with a spur upon the foot, the first seems to be the cause.
I conjecture that a battle was once fought in the neighbourhood of Middle Hill; for, my Father’s
Gardener, who lived here in Col Savages time tells me, that,
“When Colonel Savage made the Fish ponds in the garden, a vast quantity of human bones &
skeletons were found. Amongst others, two skeletons were found in the walk by the Garden-house
lying lengthways, one at the feet of the other. A stone had been placed between them, so that the feet
of one rested against the stone, & the head of the other, upon it. The tallest measured above 6 feet in
length & had a spur [18] upon one heel. Seven skeletons were dug out of the spot which is now
occupied by the upper pond, & those as well as all the other bones found in digging were thrown into
the head of that pond. Four other skeletons were dug out of the coppice in making a sawpit. One is
still lying at the south east corner of the Garden-house”
He tells me also, that, “In digging & levelling the walk immediately below the Mansion House, the
skeleton of a child was found; in a small brass box deposited near the child, was found a jewel, but of
what kind my informant does not know. He believes that Thomas Folkes the glazier knows who gave
it to Colonel Savage.”
In digging the foundations of the new front of Middle Hill Co Worcester two Roman coins were
found one of Tiberius, the other of Domitian; the transcriptions on which were
Obverse TI CAESAR DIVI AVG. F. AVGVST. IMP. VIII Caput Tiberii Laureatum
Reverse PONTIF. MAXIM. TRIBVN. POTEST. XXXVII In area Caduceus inter S.C.
Obverse IMP. CAES. DOMIT. AVG. GERM. COS. XII. CENS. PER. P.P. Caput Dominiani
laureatum
Reverse FORTVNA. AVGVSTI. In area S.C. Fortune standing, holding a rudder in her right,
and a cornucopia in her left hand
Col. Savage did not entirely rebuild Middle Hill but added three stories containing 4 rooms on the
south west front, & new faced the north west & south west fronts. The residence of his ancestors was
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at the Court house, near Broadway Church which was pulled down about the year 1773, & the stones
were used to mend the road from the Church to Broadway.
A part of the Court House still remains, which was (I am told) the bake-house. It is now converted
into a shepherds cottage. Over a gateway which forms a part of the cottage, are three crests carved in
the stone [19]
1st On a wreath a stags head coupee & attired
2nd On a wreath a chough or sheldrake
3rd Out of a ducal coronet, a lions paw issuant
Two of the armorial bearings which formerly adorned the house are still to be seen, over the door of
the bakehouse at the mill near the Church. One coat consists of the arms & Crest of Daston of
Dumbleton quartered, as they are on the brass tablet in the Church[20]. The other is quartered as
follows [21]
1st Sable a fess between Cornish choughs or sheldrakes membered Gules
2nd on a bend – between 2 lioness rampant, a cockatrice (or Wyvern)
3rd a cross saltire vair
4th as the first
The colours of some of these charges are discoverable from parts of the paint still adhering to them
I made some inquiries respecting such stones as those, and I was informed that many of them were
lying about the premises, twelve months ago; but some repairs having been done since that time, they
were broken up and put into the walls in various places. I found one still remaining, and nearly
perfect, which is now in my possession it proves to the quartering of the Savage family at least. I have
a strong belief that it is; for though the first quarter is much defaced, yet the tails of part of the body of
what I conjecture to have been lioness, seem to indicate it as such.
The quarters are, the following;
1st 6 lioness rampant (* as I conjecture); 2nd a Chevron between 3 choughs or sheldrakes; 3rd a
fess lozengy; 4th a Cross flory; 5th a Cross moline – over all a bendlet; 6th on a fess – 3 garbs;
7th Quarterly - & - , over all a bend – ; 8 a Fess coupee; 9 two bars; 10 Quarterly - & - in 2 &
3 a fret; 11 a crescent in fess point - & in chief a star of 8 points
In another part of the wall is a crest, on a wreath an Unicorn’s head coupee azure. In other parts, both
within and without the wall, are carved figures, such as heads, branches, leaves etc.
On the west side of the Church was once a large piece or pieces of water, belonging to the Court,
extending a quarter of a mile in length & the grounds now drained of the waters, are still called the
Pools.
The slope of the Cotswold Hills divides the Parish into two parts; the soil of that part which extends
along the top of the Hill consists partly of stone brash & partly clay while the vale division contains
chiefly clay with some sandy loam
The Woodland in this Parish is chiefly Coppice, & altogether may be between 70 or 80 acres. Elm,
and Ash are the most common Timber Trees
Two plants which are said to be scarce are found in the Parish; The Herb Paris, in Broadway Wood &
Conigree Lane; & the Monotropa, in Middle Hill Plantations in which last is found also the truffle.
A Brook which runs down the lane near the Church possesses the quality of encrusting bodies with
the particles of stone.
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Two quarries of freestone are worked on the top of Broadway Hill. The strata, as they are named by
the workmen, are Brown Clay (which lies immediately under the soil.) White Clay; Brown Clay (2nd
time) Freestone, & Yellows, or, Trough Stone. Some antediluvian productions are found upon the
hills, such as Eclune, or stones which have the appearance of half [?] but which I consider to be a
petrifact of a sea animal which I have seen in South…….. become petrified: The Concha Oblonga
Craffa, & Concha Tridacna, Muscle Oyster Shells, & a great variety of small shells embedded in the
limestone.
In a gravel pit in the parish of Fladbury, Asteria and Belemnites are found. A silk mill has been
established here within these few years.

Notes:
1. Bodleian Library document reference MS. Phillipps-Robinson c. 326 (603322070)
2. The notes written by Sir Thomas Phillipps were an early draft, and some of them were
written at speed and are difficult to read, particularly those on heraldry, family pedigrees,
manuscripts, geology and nature. What follows is an exact transcription of all of the original
notes, largely with original punctuation, but sorted into a more logical order. A small number
of words have been changed to match those in Views of the Seats, which was published in
1826. This is to correct obvious errors in this early draft or where the original notes were not
readable. A few unreadable or misunderstood words are followed by a [?]
3. This camp is in the same area as the Dormy House Hotel and Broadway Golf Course
4. This was an error. The Broadway Milestone gives a distance of 21 miles
5. Blorenge [561m high] lies between Abergavenny and the then Iron working town of
Blaenavon
6. Locally Broadway Tower is said to have Capability Brown and James Wyatt as architects and
builders. The factual position is that James Wyatt drew a detailed design for Broadway
Tower in 1794 (this design is in the possession of the Croome Heritage Trust) and the tower
was constructed by the stonemason / builder William Stephens of Worcester between 1798
and 1800. Stephens was the Earl of Coventry’s mason of choice at this time, and built several
other folly buildings at Croome. Information provided by the Croome Heritage Trust.
7. The existence of an underground room at the date of the construction of the tower will
probably be a surprise
8. Sandywell Park, near Andoversford was purchased by the 1st Baron Conway of Ragley Hall,
but not until 1712. Broadway is however on a likely route between Ragley Hall and
Sandywell Park. The only known General Conway died at home in Berkshire in 1795. An
earlier Lord Conway commanded forces for King Charles 1st but died in Lyons, France in
1655. Sir Thomas Conway is another candidate but there is some confusion over his date
and place of death, neither of the disputed locations being near Broadway. It is most likely
that Phillipps was misinformed or misled by an earlier document
9. The early house at Middle Hill was built around 1724
10. Recording family trees of important families – or as he called them, Pedigrees - was a major
interest of Phillipps and he recruited his wives and children to assist in later years.
11. Phillipps used the word Possessor carefully. He was not the owner of the estate, but was
tenant for life. This was as a result of the estate being “Entailed” in his father’s will. This was
common in the passing on of estates at that time. In this case it was probably a deliberate
decision because Phillipps father knew his son would have sold much of the estate to further
his book collecting passion. Instead, he relied on the estate income of around £6000 per
annum.
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12. Phillipps had much respect for Hoare who was a noted Antiquarian. They later fell out of
friendship, partly through lack of access to Phillipps own research papers.
13. MSS = Manuscripts. Phillipps collection eventually filled every room in his house to the
ceiling, including on his dining table. Plans for a separate library building at Middle Hill exist,
but were never put into place because Phillipps did not want his collection to fall into the
hands of his eldest daughter and son-in-law on his death
14. Phillipps collected tens of thousands of rare and valuable books and manuscripts right to the
end of his life. Following eleven separate auctions at Sothebys, over many decades after his
death, they are now spread in major libraries and collections across the world. Most of the
Meerman collection manuscripts eventually returned to France, and are at the Bibliothèque
Nationale de France
15. Saec = Century
16. Thomas Phillipps was a patron of artist John Glover (1767-1849) and eventually owned more
than 60 of his paintings
17. The attribution to Van Eyck is almost certainly wrong
18. Spurs for horsemen were in use in Roman Britain and throughout the Medieval Period
19. These small round crests remain in place above the doorway of Broadway Court
20. The brass plate bearing the Daston arms is still on the front wall of the alter in St Eadburghs
church
21. This coat of arms is still in place over the external doorway of Broadway Court

David Ella – November 2021
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